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KEN: (4 ) it were just a question of the rules being a little different, but I've come sadly but
surely to the pessimistic conclusion that it’s not so much a question of the rules being different
as the fact that there just aren’t any rules at all —none, whatsoever. '

ICHIRO: Come on, calm down and take life with a pinch of salt, after all it can’t be so tough, I'm sure
you’ll regret giving up the bike.

KEN: Well, maybe youre right, ( 5 ) can you explain to me why Japanese cyclists ride on both
sides of the road indiscriminately in flagrant defiance of any traffic code, both with or against
the flow of traffic, why they refuse to signal when they tumm or suddenly stop or change
direction, why they never look to the side or sometimes even in front, why or ride
about on the roads and sidewalks at night without a lamp? { 6 ) pedestrians have a
tendency to regard cyclists as dangerous maniacs with latent suicidal tendencies.
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