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KEN: Ithink( 1 )T returned you the bike you so genercusly lent to me last week. To tell you the
truth I've had just about as mueh as T can take and 1 think 1 have reached the breaking point
as far as riding a bike on Tokyo streets i3 concemed.

ICHIRO: Ithought { 2 | riding around Tokyo esploring the city and seeing the sights. Don’t you like cycling?

KEN: Yes, I do, but the stereotype image of the Japanese as a polite, orderly and law-abiding people has
taken some hard battering these last few days, | know the hang of cycling in these conditions,

ICHIRC: You're probably just suffering from culural shock, there's nothing to get so { 3 ) ahout
Surely once you get used to the particular rules and exotic behaviour patterns you'll find it as
easy as you found cyeling in New York,
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a. | enjoyed myself b. you were enjoying voursell ¢. | had enjoyed myself
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a . panicked b . hysterical ¢ . upsetted d. unsettled e . over-worried

You're probably just suffering from cultural shock, there’s nothing to get so { 3 ) about.
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KEN: {4 )it were just a question of the rules being a little different, but I've come sadly but
surely to the pessimistic conclusion that it's not so much a question of the rules being different
as the fact that there just aren't any rules at all — none, whatsoever. '

ICHIRO: Come on, calm down and take life with a pinch of salt, afler all it can’t be so tough, 'm sure
you'll regret giving up the bike.

KEN: Well, maybe you're right, { 5 ) can vou explain to me why Japanese cyclists ride on both
sides of the road indiscriminately in flagrant defiance of any traffic code, both with or against
the flow of taffic, why they refuse to signal when they turn or suddenly stop or change
direction, why they never look to the side or sometimes even in front, why or nde
about on the roads and sidewalks at night without a lamp? { 6 ) pedestrians have a
tendency to regard cyclists as dangerous maniacs with latent suicidal tendencies.
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